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•State received 7,623 acres of Fed 

minerals in May 2002 to offset Fed 

buyout of Crown Butte. This brings 

State’s total coal ownership to over 

9,500 acres.  Potential State reserves of  

700 million tons. Located 60 miles 

south of Rosebud, MT

•Checkerboard ownership with Great 

Northern Properties (GNP) owning the 

alternating tracts.  DNRC & GNP 

pursuing coordinated evaluation and 

leasing per MOA.

•In 2003-04, DNRC completed an 

initial cultural inventory and acquired 

additional coal log and core data.  

Funding from 2003 Legislature.  DNRC 

& GNP completed a property resource 

study in July 2006.  This study 

encompasses new & existing data, 

allowing the most detailed analysis yet 

of the Otter Creek property.

•Potential markets: Upper midwest: 

requires Tongue River Railroad and 

market for higher sodium coal. Local  

(coal to electricity or coal to liquids): 

requires plant & delivery infrastructure. 

Otter Creek Coal Tracts – Powder River County



Coal Resource – Northern Powder River Basin

+/- 50 mile radius



COAL TONNAGES BY OWNER

MMT

FEDERAL 1,054

PRIVATE 1,735

STATE 819

NCT 1,148

TOTAL 4,756

From CoalMont TRR information, 11/8/04



From CoalMont LLC, 11-08-04



Otter Creek Project

•Checkerboard ownership – GNP/State
(State is Common School Trust Land)

•Potential for three - four logical mining units   

•1.4 billion tons estimated recoverable reserves 

•Total school trust share +/- 700 million tons, 
equivalent to $700-900 million @ $8-10/ton

•Coal Quality:

•8,500 – 8,600 Btu/lb.

•7-8% ash

•27% moisture

•0.3% sulfur

•0.6-1.4 lb. SO2/mmBtu

•6.0-7.0% Sodium

•Distance to nearest rail transportation:

•46 miles to BNSF spur at Colstrip

•90 miles to BNSF main line at Miles City



New study incorporates old, new and previously 
unavailable technical information.

• Geologic modeling & coal resource analysis
- Structure maps and cross-sections
- Isopach maps by coal seam
- Iso-contour maps and vertical variability
tables for key coal parameters:
moisture content, ash content, sulfur
sodium, btu content, etc

- In-place resources by section and 
resource classification

• Mine evaluation, including LMU’s and mine
cost models

• Market/transportation review

Now available.  Everyone on our mailing list from 
the first information disk will receive an updated 
version including the study













 



For more information, contact:

Monte G. Mason, Chief

Minerals Management Bureau

Montana Department of Natural

Resources & Conservation

1625 11th Avenue

PO Box 201601

Helena MT 59620

406-444-3843

mmason@mt.gov


